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KLAYMAN LAW GROUP 
A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION 

Larry Klayman, Esq.              7050 W. Palmetto Park Rd         Tel: 561-558-5336 
                                                                            Boca Raton, FL, 33433                                      leklayman@gmail.com     
 
VIA FEDEX AND EMAIL 
 
URGENT – FOR IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION 
 
January 15, 2023 
 
Mr. Jacob P. Tapper 
Host 
CNN 
820 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20001 
jaketapper@gmail.com 
jake.tapper@cnn.com 
 
Mr. Bob Costas 
Sports Commentator 
CNN 
820 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20001 
Bobcostas@gmail.com 
Bob.costas@cnn.com 
 
Mr. Chris Licht 
Chief Executive Officer 
CNN 
1 CNN Center 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
chris.licht@turner.com 
 
Mr. David Vigilante 
General Counsel 
CNN 
1 CNN Center 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
David.vigilante@turner.com 
 
Re: Demand Under Florida Statute § 770.01 for Public Apology,  Retraction  and Removal 
of Defamatory Broadcast and Discipline of Jake Tapper and Bob Costas. 
 
Gentlemen: 
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Late last week, CNN and Jake Tapper, along with CNN’s sports reporter Bob Costas, aired a 
highly defamatory piece titled “The Court Fight Between PGA Tour and LIV Golf Escalates as 
the Saudi-backed LIV Tries to Avoid Handing Over Information.”  
 
This widely viewed broadcast in Florida, the nation and internationally, was not only defamatory 
but also designed to incite ridicule, hatred and violence against LIV Golf players, such as my 
client Patrick Reed, a world champion professional golfer, by publishing that he takes “blood 
money” from the Saudi Public Investment Fund, in the wake of the 9/11 tragedy twenty-two (22) 
years ago. The article also, at a minimum, falsely implies that he using a lawsuit, of which he is 
not even a party, to dig up data, track down, intimidate and harass 9/11 victim families. The 
broadcast republishes with reckless disregard for the truth, a prior Bloomberg article, and 
references the Bloomberg article in the broadcast. See attached. 
 
At one time, I had known Jake Tapper to a moderately honest journalist and commentator, but 
after the election of President Donald Trump, he sold his soul to the hierarchy of CNN, then 
headed by rabid Trump-hater Jeff Zucker. Ever since, CNN and Tapper pliantly have been on a 
crusade to destroy Trump, which crusade apparently appeals to CNN’s generally leftist 
viewership, and reaps profit for the network. Interestingly, a person with the last name Zucker is 
referenced in the subject broadcast.  
 
While Jeff Zucker has since been fired at the CEO of CNN over alleged misconduct with a 
subordinate at CNN, his legacy as a Trump-hater lives on and Tapper continues his unhinged 
vicious attacks on not just Trump but anyone and anything associated with him, such as LIV 
Golf, which simply played two events at the former president’s golfing venues in New Jersey 
and Florida last year, which LIV Golf payed for. 
 
Needless to say, in addition all of the other misleading and false statements about LIV Golf in 
the subject broadcast, which at a minimum amount to defamation per se, defamation generally,  
and defamation by implication under Florida law, having branded Mr. Reed – and clearly what is 
published is “of and concerning” him as LIV Golf player and thus  a taker of “blood money” as 
Tapper put it, this defamation is clearly actionable as to Mr. Reed.  
 
Mr. Reed is not a taker of “blood money,” as he simply plays on a golf tour financed by the 
Saudi Public Investment Fund, which also owns large shares in a myriad of American companies 
such as Disney, Boeing, J.P. Morgan Chase, Amazon, Blackrock Inc., Microsoft and many 
others. Indeed, many sponsors of the PGA Tour benefit from this investment fund, and PGA 
Tour players have recently been granted releases by the PGA Tour to play in the Saudi 
International Golf Tournament in Jeddah, on February 2-5, 2023, also financed by the Saudi 
Public Investment Fund. Aramco, the oil company owned by the government of Saudi Arabia, 
also sponsors and finances a number of LPGA events. Are you accusing female professional 
golfers of also taking “blood money?” 
  
Tapper, Costas and CNN are therefore on notice that if an on air public apology is not 
immediately made to Mr. Reed and the broadcast removed and retracted from CNN’s websites, 
streaming services and other forms of publication, in order to mitigate the damage which they 
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have caused, as well as discipline meted out to Tapper and Costas, we reserve the right after five 
(5) days to sue Tapper, Costas and CNN pursuant to Florida Statute 770.01 for  damages well in 
excess of $450,000,000 dollars which includes compensatory, actual, special and punitive 
damages. 
 
In recent years, it is no coincidence CNN has been hit with similar defamation suits, which it has 
been forced to settle, such as with Nick Sandman, an innocent young person who it smeared as a 
white supremacist and racist. 
 
Apparently, CNN and its television hosts, have not learned their lesson, this time using the more 
than willing Tapper and Costas as its dishonest vehicle to despicably increase viewership for 
profit. 
 
Govern yourselves accordingly. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Larry Klayman, Esq. 
Counsel for Patrick Reed 
 
 
cc: Patrick Reed 
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KLAYMAN LAW GROUP 
A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION 

Larry Klayman, Esq.              7050 W. Palmetto Park Rd         Tel: 561-558-5336 
                                                                            Boca Raton, FL, 33433                                      leklayman@gmail.com     
 
VIA FEDEX AND EMAIL 
 
URGENT – FOR IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION 
 
January 5, 2023 
 
Mr. Michael R. Bloomberg   
Chief Executive Officer 
Bloomberg L.P. 
731 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
mbloomberg@bloomberg.net 
 
Mr. Erik Larson 
Journalist 
Bloomberg L.P. 
218 Myrtle Avenue 
Apartment 6A 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
eelarson@gmail.com  
 
Re: Demand Under Florida Statute § 770.01 to Retract and Remove January 4 2023, 
Article titled “Saudi-Backed LIV Golf Is Using PGA Suit to Get Data on 9/11 Families, 
Court Told” 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
The above titled and attached article, which is running on Bloomberg L.P., and is being 
republished and proliferated throughout the United States and the world, is not just misleading, 
false and defamatory in many respects, it is also a calculated effort, obviously arranged  by the 
PGA Tour and its public relations firm Clout Public Affairs, to incite violence against my client 
Patrick Reed, a LIV player whose picture is prominently featured in the story, as well as other 
LIV players and personnel. 
 
The gist of this outrageous article is not only prefaced in its title but in the second paragraph 
when you write “It’s (meaning the issue of 9/11 family victims) has taken a more sinister turn.” 
 
To the contrary the sinister aspect of this story is not legitimate discovery in pending court cases, 
but the overt transparent effort by the PGA Tour and its agents, such as Clout, to use the horrible 
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tragedy of 9/11 to whip up hatred against LIV Golf and its players, in an anticompetitive scheme 
to destroy the new golf league.  
 
This effort recently reared its ugly head at the LIV event last October at Trump National in 
Doral, Florida, when a bomb threat stopped play. Mr. Reed’s wife, family friends and I were 
with Mr. Reed at the time and experienced first-hand the horrific and emotional effects of this 
threat. Prior to this, advertisements had been running on Miami television excoriating and 
defaming LIV players, associating them with the 9/11 tragedy, claiming that they were taking 
blood money from a terrorist regime. These advertisements were likely arranged for and paid by 
an entity such as Clout, under the direction of the PGA Tour, LIV Golf’s competitor. 
 
Mr. Bloomberg, I remember well your support for the imam of the proposed Cordoba Mosque, 
which was to be built at Ground Zero, when you were mayor in New York City. For you and 
your reporter to now participate in playing the “9/11 card” against LIV Golf and LIV players is 
not only hypocritical, but also despicable. 
 
According, on behalf of Mr. Reed, his family, friends and colleagues, I demand that you 
immediately take this article down, issue a public apology and severely discipline the reporter 
Erik Larson, who has endangered lives and most likely is in bed with the PGA Tour, as part and 
parcel to its anticompetitive acts. 
 
If there is no immediate retraction, apology and severe disciplining of Mr. Larsen, we reserve the 
right to sue you, Mr. Larson and Bloomberg L.P. and related business entities after five (5) days. 
 
Govern yourselves accordingly. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
       

 
 
 

________________________________ 
       Larry Klayman, Esq. 
       Counsel for Patrick Nathaniel Reed 
 
cc: Mr. Patrick Reed 
 

 
 












